FRANCIS    BACON
nakes an official who is offered a gift protest that he " must
lot be twice paid for one labour.55 No such scruple weighed
vith Bacon; and in the end he paid for his looseness by his
iownfall.
He paid even more, since that terrible disgrace put a life-
ime of public service into eclipse. It was hard service,
ilmost forced on the Government, rarely sought, for long
11-rewarded and never wholly welcomed. At sixteen he
lad left Cambridge, and was already at the Paris Embassy,
turning his opportunities to good account. Three years
later his father died, and he found himself compelled to earn
his living. He importuned Burghley for some post such as
bis birth and gifts deserved; but Burghley had a son and saw
no point in launching so talented a rival. At twenty-one
he was admitted at Gray's Inn as an utter barrister, and two
years later he began his long connection with Parliament.
There are memoranda from his pen during these years,
which show how seriously he took himself and how great a
loss it was to the kingdom that he had no position to compel
consideration for his counsel. His " Letter of Advice to
Queen Elizabeth " and his " Advertisement touching the
controversies of the Church of England " are stamped with
a wisdom in advance of his time. The Queen was at first
favourably disposed towards him; but the clash came early.
He began to catch the ear of Parliament He was appointed
to Committees; and in 1593 he led the opposition to an
expedient which seemed to diminish the privilege of the
Commons. A little later he directly opposed Sir R. Cecil
on the distribution of the subsidies. This was fatal.
Burghley informed him of the Queen's displeasure, and
Bacon could not have been the man he was not to have
appreciated the full meaning of that event. There was no
qxjestion of his seeking popularity. Bacon never courted it.
Under the conditions of the time he could never have won
it by speeches in Parliament. And, as he said later, he did
" not love the word people." Elizabeth never forgave him.
When the Attorney-Generalship fell vacant the following
year, it was kept dangling before him for the words of
apology which never came from his lips. The next year he
had another chance. The Solicitor-Generalship rose in
prospect. Bacon remained impenitent. At thirty-two he
had already a glittering future behind him.
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